WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A data recording and/or reproducing apparatus comprising recording and/or 
reproducing means for recording and/or reproducing data for a non-linear accessible 
recording medium, at least one input port and at least one output port, said input port 
and the output port time-divisionally accessing said recording and/or reproducing 
means to process the data inputted to said input port to output the processed data to 
said recording and/or reproducing means, the data reproduced from the recording 
and/or reproducing means being processed by said output port and outputted, wherein 
the apparatus further comprises: 

a port actuation button for selecting said input and output ports; 

an actuation selection button for selecting recording or playback for said input 
port or the output port as selected by said port actuation button; and 

a controller for performing control so that the recording operation or the 
playback operation as selected by said actuation selection button will be executed by 
said input port or the output port as selected by said port actuation button. 

2. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 1 further 
comprising: 

an external equipment selection button selection button for selecting at least one 
external equipment connected to the data recording and/or reproducing apparatus; 

said controller performing control for causing the electronic equipment selected 
by actuation of said external equipment selection button to perform a recording 
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operation or a reproducing operation selected by said actuation selection button, said 
controller also performing control for causing said input port or an output port selected 
by said port actuation button to perform a recording operation or a reproducing 
operation selected by said actuation selection button. 

3. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 2 wherein 

when a reproducing operation is selected by said actuation selection button for 
an external equipment selected by said external equipment selection button, data 
reproduced from said external equipment is inputted to said input port as selected by 
said port actuation button. 

4. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 2 wherein, if 
the recording operation is selected by said actuation selection button for the external 
equipment selected by said external equipment selection button, said data is outputted 
to the selected external equipment from the output port as selected by said port 
actuation button. 

5. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 1 wherein, if 
said input port and the output port are selected in combination, and if said port 
actuation button has actuated and selected one of the input port and the output port 
combined together, the other of the output port and the input port is also selected 
automatically; 

said controller performing control to cause the actuated and selected input port 
or output port and the automatically selected output port or input port to execute the 
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recording or reproducing operation selected by said actuation selection button. 

6. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 1 further 
comprising: 

memory means for storing said input port and/or the output port selected by said 
port actuation button; 
wherein 

if selection is made by said actuation selection button, the input port and/or the 
output port selected by said port actuation button immediately previously is read out 
from said memory means and selected automatically. 

7. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 6 

wherein, if the automatic selected input port and/or output port is changed, said 
port actuation button is again actuated to select the input port or the output port. 

8. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 7 

wherein, if the input port or the output port is again selected by said port 
actuation button, the selected input port and/or output port is stored in said memory 
means. 

9. A port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
comprising recording and/or reproducing means for recording and/or reproducing data 
for a non-linear accessible recording medium, at least one input port and at least one 
output port, said input port and the output port time-divisionally accessing said 
recording and/or reproducing means to output data inputted to said input port to said 
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recording and/or reproducing means, the data outputted from the recording and/or 
reproducing means being inputted to said output port and outputted therefrom, said 
port actuation method comprising: 

a first step for selecting said input port and/or the output port; 

a second step for selecting whether a recording operation is to be performed or 
a reproducing operation is to be performed on said input port or the output port 
selected by said first step; and 

a third step for performing control for causing the recording operation or the 
reproducing operation as selected by said second step to be performed by the input 
port and/or the output port as selected in said first step. 

10. The port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 9 further comprising: 

a fourth step of selecting at least one external equipment connected to the data 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus; 

a fifth step of selecting whether a recording operation is to be performed or a 
reproducing operation is to be performed by the external equipment as selected by said 
fourth step; and 

a sixth step of performing control to cause the operation as selected in said fifth 
step to be executed by said external equipment. 

1 1 . The port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 10 
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wherein 

said data reproduced from the external equipment at said sixth step is inputted 
to said input port selected for the recording operation at said sixth step. 

12. The port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 10 

wherein 

said data is outputted from the output port selected for performing the 
reproducing operation at said second step so as to be recorded in the external 
equipment controlled at said sixth step. 

13. The port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 9 

wherein 

if said input port and the output port are selected in combination, and one of the 
input port or the output port combined together is selected at said first step, the other 
of the output port or the input port is also selected automatically at said first step; and 
wherein 

said third step performs control to cause the selected recording or reproducing 
operation to be executed by the selected input port or output port and by the 
automatically selected output port or input port. 

14. The port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 9 
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wherein 

if said recording or reproducing operation is selected at said second step without 
selecting said port in said first step, the input port and/or the output port selected 
immediately previously is selected automatically. 

15. The port actuation method for a data recording and/or reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 14 

wherein 

if said automatically selected input port or output port is changed, said second 
step again selects input port and/or output port. 

16. A data recording and/or reproducing apparatus comprising recording and/or 
reproducing means for recording and/or reproducing data for a non-linear accessible 
recording medium, at least one input port and at least one output port, said input port 
and the output port time-divisionally accessing said recording and/or reproducing 
means, said input port outputting the data inputted to said recording and/or 
reproducing means and said output port being fed with the data reproduced by said 
recording and/or reproducing means to output the data, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises: 

level detection means for detecting the level of audio data contained in data 
inputted to and outputted from the input and output ports; and 

display means fed with level data detected by said level detection means for 
displaying the audio level inputted to and outputted from the input and output ports 
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based on said level data. 

17. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 16 further 
comprising: 

control means fed with level data detected by said level detection means for 
outputting control data for displaying the audio level; and 

a monitor provided on a front side of the data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus for displaying thereon the audio level of said audio data based on the control 
data outputted by said control means; 

said control means outputting control data configured for performing control 
so that respective channels of said audio level will be displayed from port to port in 
display areas of said monitor based on the numbers of said input and output ports, the 
number of the audio levels that can be displayed in the respective display areas of said 
monitor, the number of channels contained in the audio data inputted or outputted to 
or from the respective ports and on said level data. 

18. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 16 further 
comprising: 

switching means for switching level meters displayed on said display areas in 
terms of a plurality of said channels as a unit, and for displaying the switched level 
meters, if the audio level of all channels of said audio data cannot be displayed in said 
display area of said monitor. 

19. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 16 
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wherein 

if said input port and the output port are previously combined on the one-to-one 
basis and selected in this state, said control means outputs control data configured to 
cause the audio level of audio data inputted to or outputted from the combined input 
and output ports to be displayed in the display areas of said monitor. 

20. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 16 

wherein 

time codes of said data inputted to or outputted from the respective ports are 
displayed in each display area of said monitor. 

21. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 16 further 
comprising: 

a port selection switch for selecting said input port and/or the output port; 

said control means outputting to the port-based audio level displayed in the 
display area of said monitor control data configured to display the audio level of the 
port selected by said port selection switch in a manner different from the audio level 
of the other non-selected port. 

22. The data recording and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 21 

wherein 

the outputted control data performing control so that the audio level of the port 
selected by said port selection switch is displayed at a first luminance level and 
wherein the audio level of the non-selected port is displayed at a second luminance 
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level different from said first luminance level. 

23. An audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus comprising recording and/or reproducing means for recording and/or 
reproducing data for a non-linear accessible recording medium, at least one input port 
and at least one output port, said input port and the output port time-divisionally 
accessing said recording and/or reproducing means to output the data inputted to said 
input port to said recording and/or reproducing means, the data outputted from the 
recording and/or reproducing means being inputted to said output port, said port 
actuation method comprising: 

a first step for detecting the audio level contained in said data inputted to said 
input port and to said output port; and 

a second step for displaying said audio level detected at said first step. 

24. The audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 23 

wherein 

said second step displays respective channels of said audio level from port to 
port in display areas of a monitor provided on the front side of the data recording 
and/or reproducing apparatus based on the numbers of said input and output ports, the 
number of channels contained in the audio data inputted to the respective ports, the 
number of display areas and on the audio data detected in said first step. 

25. The audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
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apparatus according to claim 24 further comprising: 

a third step of switching the audio level displayed in said display areas in terms 
of a plurality of channels displayed in said display areas as a unit, and displaying the 
switched audio level, if the audio level of all channels of said audio data cannot be 
displayed in the display areas of said monitor. 

26. The audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 24 

wherein 

if said input port and the output port are previously combined on the one-to-one 
basis and selected in this state, the audio level of audio data inputted to or outputted 
from the combined input and output ports is displayed in the display areas in said 
second step. 

27. The audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 23 

wherein 

said second step displays the time code of said data inputted to the input port 
and outputted from the output port. 

28. The audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 23 

wherein 

if said input port and/or the output port is selected for the audio level displayed 
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from port to port, the audio level of the selected port is displayed in a different manner 
from that for the non-selected port. 

29. The audio level displaying method for a data recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 28 

wherein 

the audio level for the selected port is displayed at a first luminance level and 
that for the non-selected port at a second luminance level different from the first 
luminance level. 

30. An adjustment volume for an audio level displaying method in a data recording 
and/or reproducing apparatus comprising recording and/or reproducing means for 
recording and/or reproducing data for a non-linear accessible recording medium, at 
least one input port and at least one output port, said input port and the output port 
time-divisionally accessing said recording and/or reproducing means, said input port 
outputting the input data to said recording and/or reproducing means, said data 
reproduced from said recording and/or reproducing means being inputted to said 
output port and outputted therefrom, wherein the apparatus comprises 

storage means for storing pre-set values of the input level of said data inputted 
to said input data and said output data; 

port selection means for selecting the input port and the output port; 

memory position displaying means in the adjustment volume for displaying an 
adjusted graduated position; and 
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control means for reading out the pre-set value stored in said storage means for 
displaying the pre-set values on said graduated position displaying means on adjusting 
the input level at said input port and the output port by the adjustment volume and on 
selecting the input port and the output port by said port selection means. 

31. The adjustment volume for an audio level displaying method in a data recording 
and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 30, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises 

light emission displaying means; 
wherein 

if the input port and the output port are selected by said port selection means, 
the light emission displaying means of the adjustment means associated with the 
selected port emits light. 

32. A method for selective display of an adjustment volume in a data recording 
and/or reproducing apparatus comprising recording and/or reproducing means for 
recording and/or reproducing data for a non-linear accessible recording medium, at 
least one input port and at least one output port, said input port and the output port 
time-divisionally accessing said recording and/or reproducing means to output the data 
inputted to said input port to said recording and/or reproducing means, the data 
reproduced from the recording and/or reproducing means being inputted to said output 
port, said selective display method comprising: 

a first step of displaying a setting value of a data level inputted to said input port 
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and the output port on a graduated display portion of the adjustment volume; 
a second step of selecting said input port or the output port; and 
a third step for displaying said setting value inputted to the other port on said 

graduated display portion of the adjustment volume on selection of said other port at 

said second step at a data level displayed at said first step on the graduated display 

portion. 

33. The method for selective display of an adjustment volume in a data recording 
and/or reproducing apparatus according to claim 32 
wherein 

if the input port and the output port are selected at said second step, the light 
emission display means of the adjustment volume associated with the selected port 
emits light. 
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